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LITERACY – AT A GLANCE 

Aims  
The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to 
promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils 
with a strong command of the spoken and written word, and to 
develop their love of literature through widespread reading for 
enjoyment. The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all 
pupils:  

• read easily, fluently and with 
good understanding  

• develop the habit of reading 
widely and often, for both 
pleasure and information  

• acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and 
spoken language  

• appreciate our rich and varied literary 
heritage  

• write clearly, accurately and coherently, 
adapting their language and style in 
and for a range of contexts, purposes 
and audiences  

• use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate 
and explain clearly their understanding and ideas  

• are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal 
presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.  

*National Curriculum Document 2014. 

 
There is a Literacy policy in the policies section where you can read 
more about Literacy at Bonneygrove. 
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HOW DO WE MEASURE THE READING SKILLS 
GETTING TO KNOW THE ASSESSMENT FOCUSES FOR 
READING: 
 
There are 7 assessment focuses (AFs) for reading that describe the 
key elements of reading performance.  They are linked to the national 
curriculum programmes of study and the level descriptions and are 
designed give a detailed, analytic view of pupils’ attainment across 
all the key stages and in all types of reading. 
 
In each of the 7 AFs, progression is shown 
in two ways: 
 
• By level 

Level 1 – In some reading, usually with support 
Level 2 – In some reading                                                                                                           
Level 3 – In most reading                                                                                          
Level 4 and above – Across a range of reading 

• And by the pitch of the criteria themselves: 
 
As pupils’ reading develops they will work with less teacher support 
and show what they can do with a wider range of more 
challenging texts.  The range of texts, printed as well as 
multimodal, should include whole books, books chosen 
independently and read for pleasure as well as information. An 
important factor in moving through the levels is pupils’ increasing 
abilities to make informed choices about what and how they read, 
with growing independence. 
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AF1 Use a range of strategies including accurate decoding of text, 

to read for meaning  -  Can they read the words? 
 
AF2 Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or 

ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text    -  
Do they know what it means? 

 
AF3 Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from 

texts - Can they make informed guesses about things that 
haven’t happened? 

 
AF4 Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of 

texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text 
level - What do they think about how the author has 
organised the text? 

 
AF5 Explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including 

grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level   
- What do they think about how the author has written it and 
the choices of words used? 

 
AF6 Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints and 

the overall effect of the text on the reader - Do they think the 
author has made the reader ‘feel’ the text? 

 
AF7 Relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and 

literary traditions - From the text, can they learn about the time 
and place it was written about and written in? 
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HOW DO WE MEASURE THEIR WRITING SKILLS 

The children also help to assess their work so that they know what 
needs to be changed and what they could do to make their work 
better. Children may have self-assessment forms or peer assessment 
forms to complete, where they grade their work according to the 
criteria they find in their piece of writing. Here is an example: 

                                                                                                                                                   
Also for writing, GRAMMAR requirements are outlined in the new curriculum to 
ensure progression through the primary school phase. For example in Year 5 

Year 5: Detail of content to be introduced (statutory requirement) 

Word 1.Converting nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes [for example, –
ate; –ise; –ify] 
2.Verb prefixes [for example, dis–, de–, mis–, over– and re–] 

Sentence 1.Relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that, 
or an omitted relative pronoun 
2.Indicating degrees of possibility using adverbs [for example, perhaps, 
surely] 
3. or modal verbs [for example, might, should, will, must] 

Text 1.Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph [for example, then, after 
that, this, firstly] 
2.Linking ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time [for example, 
later],  
3.place [for example, nearby] and  
4.number [for example, secondly]  
5,or tense choices [for example, he had seen her before] 

Punctuation 1.Brackets,  
2.dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
3. Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 

Terminology 
for pupils 

modal verb, relative pronoun 
relative clause 
parenthesis, bracket, dash 
cohesion, ambiguity 

       

Assessment 
NEW HERTS ASSESS MENT SYSTEM COMING SOON  

     
    

      
   

 
       
     
 

 
     

       
   

 
       

     
 

 
                         
 www.bonneygrove.herts.sch.uk  
 

http://www.bonneygrove.herts.sch.uk/


                                BONNEYGROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL                                                                            
 
                       “The highest standards of learning and achievement for all” 
 
 

As a school, our overview for the Literacy curriculum 
looks like this: 

EYFS 

 

 

 

 

 

RECEPTION 

AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER 
 
 
All about me               
Autumn  
 
Phonics Phase 1&2 
 
Links sounds to 
letters, naming and 
sounding 
the letters of the 
alphabet 
 
Hears and says the 
initial sound in 
words. 
                      
Gives meaning to 
marks they make as 
they draw, write 
and paint. 

 

Colours and Patterns    
Growing 
 
Phonics Phase 2&3 
 

Begins to read words 
and simple sentences. 

Can segment the 
sounds in simple 
words and 
blend them together 
and knows which 
letters represent some 
of them. 
 
Uses some clearly 
identifiable letters to 
communicate meaning, 
representing some 
sounds correctly and 
in sequence.  
 
Attempts to write short 
sentences in 
meaningful contexts 
 

 

Mini-beasts                      
Journeys 

Phonics Phase 3&4 

Enjoys an increasing 
range of books. 

They use phonic 
knowledge to decode 
regular words and read 
them aloud accurately 
as simple sentences. 
  
They demonstrate 
understanding when 
talking with others 
about what they have 
read.  
 
Children use their 
phonic knowledge to 
write words in ways 
which match their 
spoken sounds. They 
write simple sentences 
which can be read by 
themselves and others. 
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Key Stage 1 

YEAR 1                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Revision of L&S 
P2 and 3 

Narrative 
Stories with 
predictable 
phrasing.  
 
Non-Fiction 
Labels, lists and 
captions. 
Recount 

Poetry 
Vocabulary 
building   
Rhyming 
couplets  

                        
Revision of L&S P4 
and P5 

Narrative 
Contemporary fiction 
 
Non-Fiction 
Reports                           
Instructions 
 
 
Poetry                         
Vocabulary building    
Pattern and Rhyme. 

 
Consolidation of L&S 
P5 
 
Narrative 
Fairy tales 
 
Non-Fiction                            
Report writing  
Explanations 
 
                                                         
Poetry 
Vocabulary building                   
Take one poet     

Terminology 
in Year 1 

Know the Year 1 terminology: word, sentence, letter, capital letter, 
full stop, punctuation, singular, plural, question mark, exclamation 
mark 
 

YEAR 2                                       
Narrative                         
Fairy tales 

Non- fiction              
Explanations         
Recounts 

Poetry                        
Vocabulary 
building    
Calligrams   

                                             
Narrative                        
Stories with recurring 
literary language 

Non-fiction                          
Non- chronological 
reports 

Poetry                        
Vocabulary building    
Calligrams   
 
SATS writing 
preparation 

                                                            
SATS writing preparation 
and assessment           
 
Narrative                         
Traditional tales - myths 

Non-fiction                     
Instructions                 
Explanations 

Poetry                                   
Vocabulary building                  
Take one poet 

Terminology 
in Year 2                         

Know the Year 2 terminology: verb, tense (past, present) adjective,  
noun,  apostrophe,  comma                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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Lower Key Stage 2 

 
YEAR 3   

Narrative                        
Fables 
 
Non-fiction 
Recounts   
Instructions 
 
Poetry    
Vocabulary 
building 
Limericks 
 

 
Narrative 
Alternative fairy tales 
 
Non-fiction 
Explanations 
Reports 
 
Poetry 
Vocabulary building 
Haiku. Tanka, 
kennings 
 

 
Narrative 
Adventure stories 
Writing and performing a 
play 
 
Non-fiction    
Persuasive writing 
 
Poetry 
Vocabulary building 
Take one Poet 

 
Terminology 
in Year 3 

 
Know the Year 3 terminology:  word family,  conjunction (not 
connective)  adverb,  preposition,  direct speech, inverted commas, 
(not speech marks), main clause,  subordinate clause, consonant, 
vowel  
 

YEAR 4                                          
Narrative               
Traditional tales – 
quests 

N on-fiction               
Reports 

Poetry                  
Vocabulary 
building     
Riddles 

 
Narrative 
Writing and 
performing a play 
Story settings 
 
Non-fiction 
Persuasive writing 
 
Poetry                             
Vocabulary building 
Narrative poetry 
 

                                                   
Narrative                                     
Stories with a theme 
 
Non-fiction 
Discussion 
Explanations 
 
Poetry                             
Vocabulary building 
Take one poet 

Terminology 
in Year 4 

 
Know the Year 4 terminology:  adverbially, adverbial phrase, 
prepositional phrase, possessive pronoun, pronoun, prefix, suffix, 
article 
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Upper Key Stage 2 

 
YEAR 5  

Narrative 
Legends 
 
Non-fiction 
Recounts 
Explanations  

Poetry                             
Vocabulary 
building        
Cinquain  

 

 
Narrative 
Suspense and mystery 
 
Non-fiction   
Persuasive writing 
Instructions 

Poetry                             
Vocabulary building                 
Rap 

                                                       
Narrative                                            
Stories from our                                  
literary heritage 

Non-fiction 
Report 
Discussion 

Poetry                             
Vocabulary building                
Take one poet 

Terminology 
in Year 5 

Know the Year 5 terminology:    relative clause (embedded clause)  
modal verb (can, would, should, will, ought)  relative pronoun 
(who, whom, whose, which, that)     bracket,   dash,   cohesion,  
ambiguity,  determiner (the, this etc)   parenthesis   

YEAR 6                                          
Narrative                         
Short stories of 
different genres 
 
Non-fiction 
Explanation 
Recount 
Report  

Poetry                             
Vocabulary 
building      Free 
verse 

                                        
Narrative 
Techniques – 
settings,                                             
atmosphere, 
characterisation… 
 
Non-fiction 
Persuasive writing 
Discussion 

Poetry                             
Vocabulary building    
Monologues 

                                                            
Narrative 
Revision thorough Take one 
book 
 
Non-fiction 
Debating skills 

Poetry                                    
Vocabulary building                       
Take one poet                     

Drama focus – End of year 
show            

Terminology 
in Year 6 

 
Know Year 6 terminology:  active voice,  passive voice,  subject 
and object,  hyphen,  synonym,  colon,  semi-colon,  bullet points 
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