
Handwriting help 

for parents 

Link for further reading... http://www.nha

-handwriting.org.uk/handwriting/

about-handwriting-difficulties         

Our handwriting policy is available from school 

and on the school website. 

 

 

 

When learning to read, children first have 

to link the shape of the word on the page 

with the sound it makes. Then, when it 

comes to writing, they have to recreate 

that shape back onto paper. For children 

with (and without) dyslexia, decoding 

these patterns and making these links can 

often be very difficult. As a result, they 

frequently fail to develop the automatic 

flow of writing which will help them to   

express themselves clearly and easily in 

writing. 

It is recommended that children 
learn the continuous cursive 
style... with leading stroke. 

Typically, when first learning to write,   

children ‘print’ their letters. They then 

move on to ‘joined up’ writing at a later 

stage. Learning two styles of handwriting 

can add an extra layer of difficulty and 

cause confusion. It is, therefore, much 

more helpful if a young child can learn to 

use a single system of handwriting right 

from the start. 

Time devoted to the teaching and     

learning of letter formation and sitting    

properly will pay off in the long run.  

Handwriting is not just about it ‘looking 

pretty’ but about the overall presentation 

and impression a piece of work gives. 

Please encourage your children to        

ALWAYS show off their best work. 

Legible writing that can be produced 

comfortably, at speed and with little  

conscious effort allows a child to attend 

to the higher-level aspects of writing cc                                   

composition and content.ccccccccccccc                     

This is so important when school          

assessments are based on written work, 

often on the time-limited writtenc                             

examinations, which remain as a major 

form of assessment for many formal 

qualifications.  
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How can I help my child with handwriting?  

Handwriting still holds its place in the curriculum as  a core 

skill, allowing children to express them-

selves in all areas of  their  

learning. Good handwriting becomes a life-

long source of  pleasure to all who receive 

or read it. After speech, written   

information is still the most accessible and 

creative way of  keeping in touch. So you 

can help by showing that you value and admire the skill.   

Have a small selection of handwriting materials available at 

home — soft pencils (B grade), felt tips, different pens and 

some sheets of A4 paper.   

 

Make writing by hand part of your family’s routine, 

including:  

◊ Keeping in touch with relatives through letters  

◊ Making lists and labels  

◊ Leaving notes for one another  

◊ Design and make home made greetings cards  

  

Display your child’s work on a notice board or on the  

fridge door. Transfer these pieces of work to a scrap 

book to build up a unique record of your     child’s   

progress and development to share together.  

  

Correct your child’s letter formation as long as it 

doesn’t interrupt the flow of their writing;          

sometimes it is more helpful for the child to finish the 

word or sentence than correct letters as they go 

along.  

 

Children with handwriting problems often experience      

difficulties with the movements   needed, as a physical 

difficulty or a perceptual one. The fol-

lowing activities practised for 5 minutes 

a day can be used to help these. Choose 

a mixture from the list, 4 or 5 from 

each section plus any others of your own 

to make it fun and interesting as well as 

educational. 

 

 

 


