
Parents Maths Workshop  
Subtraction: Reception to Year 6 



Outcomes for workshop  

• Understand the importance of maths in every 
day life 

• Be able to support your child in subtraction 
throughout their schooling 

• Experience the concrete apparatus and 
pictorial representations that are used  

• Have practical ideas for using maths at home 

• Answering any questions  





  

• The way maths is taught  

• Do not understand the concept  

• It’s boring and too hard to learn 

• Too many formulas to remember  

• Confusing 

• I will never need to use it when I am older    

Barriers to Learning Maths   



That’s why we teach children …  



Maths  in everyday life 
 

We use maths every day in all areas of our lives. 
Our confidence and ability with numbers 

impacts us financially, socially, and 
professionally. It even affects our health and 

wellbeing.  

 



How often do you use Maths 
 • Working out how many minutes until our train 

• Increasing a recipe to serve extra guests 

• Checking we've received the right change 

• Working out discounts in shops  

• Working out how much to tip in a restaurant 

• Setting and keeping to a budget 

• Helping children with homework 

• Managing our diet and nutrition 

• Measuring medicine doses 

• Making sense of statistics and graphs in the news 

 

 

 



Reception  



Year 1 

National Curriculum States  

 

Represent and use number bonds and related 
subtraction facts within 20 

 

Add and subtract one digit and two digit numbers to 
20, including zero 

 

 

 



Calculating and Recording  

15-3= 12 



Using a beadstring  

14-6= 8 



Recording using Part:Part:Whole 
Models  



Language of subtraction 



Year 2 

National Curriculum States  

 

Apply increasing knowledge of mental and 
written methods in addition and subtraction 
using concrete objects and pictorial 
representations 

 



Mental subtraction  



Calculating and recording  



Year 3 

National Curriculum States  

 

 

Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, 
using formal written methods of columnar addition and 
subtraction 

Add and subtract numbers mentally, including: 
- a three-digit number and ones 
- a three-digit number and tens 
- a three-digit number and hundreds 



Column Subtraction  



Reasoning and Problem Solving  



Exploring and creating  



Year 4 

National Curriculum States  

 

Add and subtract numbers up to 4 digits using formal 
written methods of columnar addition and subtraction 
where appropriate 



Column subtraction    

   



Finding missing numbers  



Reasoning and Problem Solving  



Year 5 

National Curriculum States  

 
Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 
digits, using formal written methods 

 

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in 
contexts, deciding which operations and methods to 
use and why. 

 



Year of the million 



Building on Column subtraction  



Subtraction using decimals  



Negative numbers  



Problem solving and reasoning  



Year 6 

National Curriculum States  

 

Perform mental calculations, including with mixed 
operations and large numbers 

Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division 



Year 6 SATs  

• Children have three papers each worth 40 
marks. The Arithmetic paper is 30 minutes 
long compared to 40 minutes for Papers 2 and 
3 which are Problem Solving and Reasoning 
papers.  

• Children will now need to draw on the most 
efficient and effective strategies to complete 
multi step questions.  

 



SATs Questions  



 How would you solve it? 

 

 

 

 

 



• Work backwards  

• Use the inverse of each operation 

• 953 – 85 = 868 

• 868 ÷ 7 = 124 

Answer 124 

 

 

 





Use of language and speed 



Practical ways to support at home 
• Count your steps to school in different times table patterns 
• Counting money, working out totals and finding change 

when shopping. Do you have enough for? What will your 
change be?  

• Look out patterns, especially numbers. What can you see?  
• Encourage cooking. Work out half, double, 4 times, quarter 

etc of ingredients 
• Work out discounts. How much is each item when 3 for 2? 

How much is the discount when 15% off, etc 
• Ask your child to explain their homework using 

mathematical vocabulary  
• Games on TOPMARKS 

– https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games 

 
 
 
 





Any questions?  


